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Unite against racism and fascism 


Sunday 9 October — Assemble 12 noon Altab Ali Park, Adler Street, London E1 


There will also be an exhibition about the Battle of Cable Street and a series of commemorative cultural events for 
Cable Street 80 at the idea Store, Watney Market, London E1 2FB during October 2016. 


Organised by Cable Street 80, c/o Unite the Union, 235 Cable Street, London E1 OBL. CableStreet80@aol.com 
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By Gerry Gable 


A YEAR AGO Searchlight's editor 
was invited to advise the Home 
Office, based on our over 50 
years’ experience of gathering 
and analysing intelligence on the 
extreme right, which organisations 
represented the most serious threats 
to British society. We delivered a 
200-page document that included 
investigations that we had published 
over the previous three years in 
the magazine or our website, 
and research produced by our 
international team of contributors. 
The document was intended to 
inform a government-backed think- 
tank set up in February 2015 after at 
least three declarations by the Home 
Secretary that she was going to step 
up the fight against Daesh and the 
‘Nazis’. Considering the available 
evidence — both in our document 
and elsewhere - of intervention 
in British political organisations by 
key Russian and other violent Nazis 
and skilled propagandists, we are 
at a loss to know why no action 
has been taken. Little interest has 
been shown in the paramilitary 
and ideological training that has 
taken place in the UK on at least six 
occasions since summer 2014 under 
the direct control of Russian, Polish, 
American and Italian mercenaries 
and paramilitary trainers, in 
cooperation with long-time British 
nazis such as Larry Nunn, a one- 
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time financial adviser to the National 
Front and the British National Party, 
under cover of his groups Western 
Spring and Legion and using the 
alias Max Musson. Nunn has been 
more than ably assisted by the 
Generation Identity rich brat and 
man of violence Matt Tait. 

In early 2015 Searchlight in 
cooperation with a leading Sunday 
newspaper ran two exposés of the 
constant visits to this country, for 
international secret conferences, by 
many of the world's leading hardline 
nazis, well financed and often with a 
long history of serious convictions or 
currently under investigation in their 
own countries. It was most likely 
these articles that prompted our 
invitation to the Home Office and 
the request for the report. 

The paramilitary training was 
similar to that being carried out 
elsewhere in Europe, often involving 
weapons. We produced evidence 
that those being trained in the UK 
were being taught how to kill using 
knives, and a gun was seen on 
occasions. T-shirts handed out by 
the chief Russian instructor displayed 
the exhortation ‘murder’. Another 
element of the training covered 
the infiltration and disruption of 
democratic protests with the aim 
of turning them into riots and 
undermining British democracy. 

We have never made any 


accusation against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin without hard 
evidence, yet some of his ‘friends’ 

in Britain have attempted to smear 
us by accusing us of being lackeys 
for Nato and the CIA. We stand 

on our record, which goes back 
decades in exposing what was then 
the flip side of today's secret wars, 
by making television documentaries 
that exposed the shortcomings of 
the British security services and the 
bloody Gladio terroristic programme 
run by the Americans. Putin must 
have studied his opponents’ tactics 
when he was a senior KGB officer 

in Germany aiding and abetting the 
same old nazis whom he and the 
CIA were both hiring. 

A year ago we exposed a young 
Russian woman who was studying 
at the London School of Economics, 
who came to our attention because 
she had chosen several key Nazis 
to be her Facebook friends. Among 
them were the Nazi activist and thug 
Piers Mellor, Kevin Scott, a former 
British National Party regional 
organiser, and Mark Collett, one- 
time high flyer in the BNP and the 
subject of the TV documentary 
Young, Nazi and Proud, which 
exposed him as a ranting young 
Nazi. Also on Anastasia Kayumova's 
contact list was Karl Richter, who has 
done the rounds of German extreme 
right organisations and publications 
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and, when taking his oath of office 
on his election as a Munich city 
councillor, gave a Hitler salute. 
Kayumova was also linked to 
Manuel Ochsenreiter, a contributor 
to Putin's tame TV station, Russia 
Today. RT described him first 
as a German journalist, then as 
their German reporter and then 
as their expert on Syria. In fact 
Ochsenreiter is the editor of the 
German glossy National Socialist 
magazine magazine Zuerst! (First) 
and enjoys a close relationship with 
the murderous Syrian Assad regime. 
Assad is a close friend of Putin 
and, like his murderous father 
Hafez al-Assad before him, safe- 
housed on-the-run Nazis after the 
war, including Alois Brunner, the 
man who ran the last transport of 
Jewish children and teachers from 
France to the Auschwitz death 
camp. Brunner's new victims in 
Syria were progressives and trade 
unionists. 


Antisemitism 

As we go to press, the Labour Party 
is about to open an internal inquiry 
into the terribly destructive row 
over antisemitism in sections of the 
Labour Party and the broader left. 
Let us suggest some questions the 
inquiry might like to consider. 

In the wake of the demonstrations 
against bombing the Syrian 
Assad regime, why has no one 
ever protested outside the Syrian 
Embassy against the atrocities 
committed by that regime? The only 
demonstration outside that embassy 
consisted of a mixed bag of British 
and other Nazis in support of the 
Syrian regime earlier this year, as 
reported in Searchlight. 

Hardline Polish Nazis, some of 
whom were involved in paramilitary 
training, have joined pro-Palestine 
boycotts of Jewish shops in protest 


against Israeli action in Gaza. 
Overseas Nazis also joined protests 
organised by alleged anti-fascists 
outside the Ukrainian Embassy in 
London. Are Labour supporters of 
these causes happy to associate with 
these antisemites and Nazis? 

The left need to be alert to 
similar Nazi attempts to infiltrate 
progressive campaigns. Another 
example is the failed attempt by Ken 
O'Keefe, an American ex-Marine, 
to attach himself to the Roma 
community's fight to save Dale 
Farm. O'Keefe, who lives in London, 
has addressed the Nazi London 
Forum alongside Polish and Russian 
Nazis. And one of the organisers 
of the Gaza Flotilla was shocked to 
learn that the same O'Keefe, who 
had joined them, was a Nazi. 

Then there is Gilad Atzmon, a jazz 
musician who is highly regarded by 
much of the left. Atzmon is a prolific 
antisemitic propagandist, who at the 
same time that he was taking part 
in progressive events in the UK, was 
building a close political relationship 
with Horst Mahler, the convicted 
German Nazi terrorist. The two men 
are big mutual fans of each other. 

Finally how is it that nobody 
appears to have looked into the 
background of Tony Greenstein, 

a Brighton antifascist and pro- 
Palestinian activist. We think that 

he became a Jew-hater after he 

was invited, as a very young man, 
on a free trip by the murderous 
Syrian regime of Hafez al-Assad. 
Greenstein was never the same after 
he returned home. 

During the Thatcher years 
Searchlight exposed the numerous 
Jew-haters and racists in the Tory 
Party. Many people urged us on. 
Maybe the Labour inquiry will 
invite us to give evidence about the 
current problems that urgently need 
to be tackled. 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


WHAT DOES THE POSSIBILITY 

of Brexit mean to the various 
marginalised extreme right groups in 
Britain? In a word: opportunity. British 
extreme right figures have traditionally 
had a complex relationship with the 
idea of Europe, and often actually 
promote their European credentials, 
while also decrying liberal institutions 
such as the European Union. In 
previous generations, extreme right 
activists have consciously derived 
their ideology from European fellow 
travellers, such as from the Nazis 
themselves, or borrowed strategies 
from the successes of figures such as 
Jean Marie Le Pen. Over successive 
generations too, the extreme right has 
idealised a common racial heritage 
that stretches into Europe. A number 
of British extreme right protagonists 
from previous generations have even 
promoted the idea of a closer union 
between European nations, such as in 
the 1940s and 1950s when Oswald 
Mosley developed his Europe-A-Nation 
theme, arguing a strong Europe was 

a solution to the new superpower 


EUROPE 
FAITH AND PLAN 


Oswald Mosley 
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The British fascist leader Oswald Mosley supported a strong Europe 


politics of the Cold War. Contemporary 
figures such as Nick Griffin are also 
keen networkers across Europe. So, 
despite the issue of Brexit, the British 
extreme right can have many positive 
associations with Europe. 

However, when confronted with the 
idea of the European Union, British 
extreme right activists sing from 
an anti-European hymn sheet. The 
attitudes found in such parties and 
groups are consistently anti-European, 
and the many micro groups on the 
nationalist fringe universally demand 
Brexit. The issue appeals because, as 
well as allowing them to develop a 
politics of national identity, there is 
a pragmatic aspect of being overtly 
Eurosceptic that is compelling: it is a 
resonant issue that allows them to 
attract new supporters. Brexit has 
become a popular and emotive topic 
at the moment, and extreme right 
parties and organisations have good 
reasons to regard this issue a cause 
whereby they can capture new support 
for their own agendas. Of course, 
as they do so their aim is not merely 


EUROPEAN 
SOCIALISM 


OSWALD MOSLEY 


about promoting Brexit, it is also about 
generating new supporters. 

What follows in this article, then, 
is a survey of how some of Britain's 
extreme right parties and organisations 
are fusing a Brexit message with their 
more sinister, often racist political 
agendas. At the outset of such a 
survey, it is also important to stress 
that that there are certainly valid 
arguments to be made against the 
European Union, and for Brexit. So 
identification of racist extreme right 
parties promoting the idea of Britain 
withdrawing from the European Union 
is no reason to say there are not 
other, valid reasons to consider Brexit. 
Nevertheless, as debates on ‘Europe’ 
develop in the coming months, readers 
should be on guard against being 
drawn into the more extreme anti- 
Europe messages being developed 
by extreme right groups. In sum, you 
may be being sold more that simply 
arguments for Brexit! 


British National Party 

To begin with one of the most 
notorious extreme right parties of 
recent years, in January 2016, news 
reports talked of the failure of the 
BNP to register its accounts, and so 
was no longer formally recognised as 
a political party. Consequently, some 
people have greeted the continued 
activities of the BNP in 2016 with 
some surprise, though the reality is 
that such organisations tend not to 
die away so quickly. Despite the BNP’s 
failure at the beginning of the year 
to complete the paperwork required 
to carry on as a registered political 
party, they have sorted themselves 
out as promised, and are politically 
active once again. Though a shadow 
of its former self, the BNP's continued 
energy should not be too unexpected 
either. Extreme right parties of this 
type, ones that develop wider ‘brand 
recognition’ among the British public, 


As leader of the anti-Europe BNP, Nick Griffin was an active member of the European Parliament from 2009 to 


2014 and now spends his time networking with Nazis across the continent 


tend not to simply go away. Rather, 
they retain a loyal core activist base 
among people convinced that former 
glories can be rekindled. The National 
Front is a good example here too. 

The BNP's current leader, Adam 
Walker, in a recent election broadcast 
even made claims that the party 
had developed into a new type of 
moderate nationalism, while also 
stressing the need to promote British 
laws. His party is keen to strongly 
endorse the Brexit campaign too, part 
of its wider message of putting the 
British first. Yet despite Walker's claims 
for moderation and respectability, 
scratching beneath the surface shows 
that underlying tendencies to more 
extreme positions are still clearly 
present. Some of the BNP’s more 
dense discussions on the European 
Union continue to veer into deep 
conspiracy theory territory, while 
elsewhere the party articulates its 
brand of racial nationalism. 

To give some examples, recent 
BNP articles promoted by the party 
talk about a clash between nefarious 
forces of internationalism, and true 
nationalists, in the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. In such a 
political mythology, the European 
Union becomes viewed part of 
a wider attempt to create world 
governments run by the rich, while 
the BNP positions itself as the plucky 
underdog, on the side of defending 
the people. This type of ‘big picture’ 
analysis can be seen in a lengthy essay 
series called ‘The European Union's 
Coudenhove-Kalergi Plan’, written 
using the pen name ‘Frustrated’. This 


collection of essays sets out the idea of 
an ongoing struggle between national 
and international forces in some 

detail, spanning across the twentieth 
century in spurious pseudo-history. 

It also shows the continued need 

for the party to root its agendas in 
conspiratorial themes. 

Others in the BNP develop more 
straightforward criticism of the 
European Union. Examples include an 
online article called ‘If We Value our 
Country And We Value Our Freedom, 
We Must Vote Leave’, by Chris Parkin. 
Here, Parkin complains about migrants 
coming to Britain from Calais; likens 
the European Union to the Soviet 
Union in an echo of the Cold War era; 
and also offers the image of the British 
Empire as an evocative counterpoint, 
idealizing what Britain could become if 
it voted for Brexit. 

While such views certainly represent 
elements of the BNP's themes — 
idealizing the past, and evoking 
images of conspiring forces railing 
against the nation — others have 
developed the issue in different 
ways. In particular, the BNP is keen 
to show its distance from UKIP, 
and its promotion of a distinct type 
of nationalism. Typifying this, and 
reflecting on the competition from 
UKIP too, David Furness, the party's 
London Mayor election candidate for 
2016, has highlighted the ongoing 
commitment to ethnic nationalism by 
the party. An article by him called ‘The 
Truth about UKIP: Part One’, from 
December 2015, explains that ‘There 
are two types of British: the ethnic 
British and the civic British. Ethnic 


Britons can trace their ancestry back 
hundreds of years to the people of 
Britain; civic Britons are not ethnically 
British but they have a British 
passport.’ In such phrasing, clearly 
‘ethnic Britons’ is used as a synonym 
for white British people. The article 
goes on to stress that those he calls 
‘civic nationalists’, who for him include 
Nigel Farage's UKIP, do not represent 
the true interests of the nationalist 
cause. The BNP, then, remained the 
only true champion of the ‘ethnic 
British’. 

So despite the BNP's woes of recent 
years it is likely to remain a vehicle 
for extreme ideas on nationalism in 
Britain for some time to come. This 
year certainly, it will be using the 
theme of Brexit to help reinvent itself 
as the party for what it calls the ‘ethnic 
British’. 


Britain First 
Currently more successful, Britain 
First started out as a splinter from the 
BNP, and so has inherited some of its 
core assumptions, while also trying 
to carve out a new role as a defender 
of what it defines as Christian Britain. 
Such emphasis on faith, rather than 
race, as a marker of British identity is 
a departure to a degree, but was a 
strategy employed by people such as 
Paul Golding when he was in the BNP 
in the 2000s. It was useful as a way 
to both promote British identity and 
demonise Muslims. Since Golding left 
the BNP to found his own group, he 
has taken this theme further. 
Golding's Britain First also tries to 
distance itself from more overtly racist 
groups by claiming to be a party 
for all races, as set out in posts on 
its website such as ‘Britain First and 
“Racism"'. This webpage accuses the 
political left, especially Leon Trotsky, of 
inventing the idea of racism as a way 
to demonise anyone who objected to 
multiculturalism. It also features several 
pictures of black and Asian people, 
supposedly supporting the group's 
activities. Somewhat contrastingly, its 
‘Statement of Principles’ document, 
also available on its website, stresses: 
‘We oppose the colonisation of our 
homeland through immigration 
and support the maintenance of 
the indigenous British people as the 
demographic majority within our own 
homeland.’ Similar to the BNP's use 
of ethnic British, ‘indigenous British’ 
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British National Party 


David Furness, BNP anitaie as Mayor of London, says his pathy is the oni true ehdee ioe of the ‘ethnic British’ 


can be seen as another code word for 
white. In many ways, such documents 
underscore the core principles of 
Britain First, which echo the promotion 
of an ethnic idea of nationalism of the 
type also found in the BNP. 

As well as being a protest 
movement, Britain First is politically 
active. It has put up representatives 
for election in 2016, and its 
campaigns, unsurprisingly, engage 
with a wider Eurosceptic agenda. 
Britain First's social media sites 
are clearly aligned to Brexit, with 
many such posts also steeped in 
fear mongering around Muslim 
immigration. The mixture of tropes 
linked to the Brexit debate can be seen 
from titles of articles from its news 
pages, which include the following 
scare headlines: ‘Swedish Support 
for EU Plummets Amid Tension Over 
Migrant Crisis’, ‘Turkey Threat to Open 
Migrant Floodgate If It Does Not Get 
Deal’, ‘3.3. Million More Migrants In 
If UK If We Stay In EU’, and ‘Britons 
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“Face Tidal Wave of New EU Laws" 
If We Don't Vote To Leave’. Another 
element of this scaremongering 
reflects a larger trend. Following the 
lead of the moderate right, i.e. the 
Conservative Party, in the London 
Mayoral election Britain First styles 
Labour's Sadiq Khan as a sympathizer 
with Islamist extremism. This strategy 
is also employed by the BNP as part of 
their mayoral campaign. 

Of course, Britain First justifies such 
a politics by claiming to be defending 
a British Christian identity, though such 
language is arguably used as a woolly 
signifier to evoke the underlying 
distinction made by the party 
between ‘indigenous’ and ‘immigrant’ 
populations. The issue of the July 
referendum tends to be linked to this 
divisive agenda too, and for Britain 
First a vote to leave is seen as a vote 
to defend their narrow understanding 
of supporting the ‘indigenous’ British, 
which includes issues such as ‘saving’ 
Britain from a much exaggerated, 


hysterical understanding of the threat 
from Islamist violence. 

Epitomizing such scaremongering, 
connecting Brexit with Islamist 
violence, in April 2016 Britain First 
developed a party election broadcast 
for the London Mayor campaign. It 
featured Jayda Fransen, the promoter 
of the party's candidate for mayor 
who also heads the party's London 
Assembly list, explaining that the 
EU was ‘corrupt’, and Britain First 
would do all it could to get Britain to 
withdraw. A section introduced by 
Paul Golding, the mayoral candidate, 
immediately followed Fransen's 
comments. He reported from the 
site where Lee Rigby was murdered, 
complaining that a memorial had not 
been erected in his honour — a stunt 
designed to court publicity for the 
group. The deliberately sensationalist 
broadcast was condemned immediately 
by Lee Rigby's family, who were forced 
to release a press statement clarifying 
that they distanced themselves from 


the agenda being developed by Britain 
First. 


British Democrats 

Another far right group electorally 
active in the May local elections in 
2016, and keen to engage with the 
Brexit debate, is the British Democratic 
Party. Again, this is a BNP splinter 
group, created by its former MEP 
Andrew Brons. According to its 
website, it hopes to hold number of 
Brexit events before the referendum. 
The webpages for the group also 
includes some dedicated sections on 
the issue of Brexit too, such as a page 
called ‘Ten Reasons to Leave the EU’, 
as well as a ‘Leave the EU’ leaflet, 
and news reports critical of the remain 
campaign. Such reports have included 
an article denouncing David Cameron 
for spending taxpayers’ money 
producing a leaflet to promote the 
‘remain’ campaign. 

Moreover, and perhaps 
unsurprisingly given its roots, this 
party too seems to endorse a form of 
ethno-nationalism. It is worth stressing 
that Brons has a long pedigree in such 
extremist activity, as before the BNP he 
was active in the National Front, and 
he first engaged politically by joining 
the National Socialist Movement in the 
1960s. His more recent viewpoints can 
be seen from his address to the party 
in 2015, when taking on the position 
of party President. Here Brons was 
clear that the micro-party needed to 
find new ways to engage with the, 
as he put it, ‘indigenous population’, 
and alert them to the issues created by 
what he described as ‘the presence of 
unassimilable Third World immigrants 
and their descendants’, adding they 
‘doubtless have many admirable 
qualities too numerous to list but 
assimilability is not one of them’. The 
piece, steeped in a carefully worded 
opposition to non-white immigration, 
concluded by talking about the need 
to campaign strongly during the 2016 
referendum to help address such 
issues. To help inspire his audience, 
Brons also highlighted that in ‘1975 
Nationalists were the only activists 
fighting for a “No” vote in most 
constituencies’. 

Another blast from the past, still 
active in the British Democratic 
Party, is John Bean. He is also a 
regular contributor to the micro- 
party, and has written pieces for 


them on the European Union. One 
set of discussions, over two parts, 
explained his thoughts on the Brexit 
issue. Bean's first essay noted that 

he had supported Britain joining the 
European Community in the 1970s 
‘as someone who had been preaching 
for a European Confederation of 
independent states for nearly twenty 
years’. However, his concluding 
essay described how he had become 
disillusioned with the project, and 
how he felt the European Union had 
become an institution beyond reform. 
It also concluded with some basic 
statistical analysis to argue that the 
European Union was a huge drain 

on the UK's economy, and that it 
promoted large-scale migration into 
Europe from outside the continent. 
Therefore, he now called for Britain to 
leave the European Union. 

Although far less high profile than 
Britain First, or even the BNP these 
days, the British Democratic Party is 
certainly another group of the British 
extreme right fusing Brexit and a more 
overtly anti-immigration, and ethno 
nationalist agenda. 


National Front and the British 
Movement 

While the other groups discussed so 
far seem to be wanting to present 
their ideas as somehow moderate 

and reasonable, others are far less 
compromising, and actually quite 
happy to be identified as hardline. 
Both the National Front and the British 


Movement, each a shadow of their 
former selves in the 1970s and early 
1980s, still stumble on and epitomize 
this trend. They have also developed 
variants of the anti European Union 
agenda. 

For its part, the messages coming 
out of the British Movement seems 
quite pessimistic about being able to 
effect much change. In one posting 
on its NS Outlook blog, for example, 
it criticized the Government for 
issuing a leaflet arguing against Brexit 
to all households. As well as being 
deemed a waste of money, this was 
seen in a more sinister light, and was 
basically presented as evidence of a 
conspiracy to ensure Britain remains in 
the European Union. The notice also 
stressed that this signalled that there 
would be even more underhand efforts 
to rig the ballot in order to secure a 
victory for the ‘remain’ campaign. It 
continued: 

Here at NS Outlook we would 
not be surprised to hear that 

a covert body of civil servants 
are already engaged in ensuring 
a “Stay in" victory, ably 
assisted no doubt by squads 

of MI5 personnel who have 
been “tasked” to protect the 
“National Interest” by making 
sure that the actual vote is won 
by the pro-EU faction, with just 
enough support registered for 
the “Leave” campaign to make 
the victory look plausible. 

This sort of conspiracy theory 


Jayda Fransen, a leading light in Britain First: her party's claim to defend Britain's Christian identity is code for its 
white nationalism and Islamophobia. That Christianity embraces all ethnicities seems to have passed her by 
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mentality is not so overtly developed 
elsewhere, and again offers another 
variation on the openly Nazi 
perspective on the referendum. 

The National Front, meanwhile, 
has also engaged with the Brexit 
campaign, as part of its agenda for 
2016. This includes many postings on 
its social media sites, such as Facebook 
posts, branded with the NF logo, 
linking the European Union with the 
potential demise of Britain as a nation. 
One has the slogan ‘If We Vote To 
Stay In The EU We Are Finished As A 
Nation’. Another features a woman 
holding a gun, alongside the statement 
‘| would much rather explain to the 
police, why an intruder in my home 
has a hole in his chest, than to have 
them explain to my loved ones why 
i [sic] was murdered!’, alongside a 
logo in the bottom left corner urging 
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Andrew Brons, former BNP MEP, wants to use the referendum to engage with Britain's ‘indigenous population’ 


people to vote leave on ‘independence 
day, 23 June 2016’. These much more 
strikingly aggressive Brexit messages 
jostle alongside more standard 

National Front material, such as images 
of the Union Jack overlaid with David 
Lane's 14 Words slogan, and images 
of young white children with slogans 
such as ‘White is Beautiful’. 

The message from the National Front 
is not just on its social media either. It 
too is standing a handful of candidates 
in the May 2016 elections, including 
another stalwart of the extreme 
right, Richard Edmonds. Currently, 
the Brexit theme is one developed 
on election leaflets produced by the 
National Front for these candidates. 

As with other extreme right parties, 
several of its leaflets combine anti- 
immigration comments with an anti 
European Union emphasis, using these 


more populist causes to try and attract 
attention to the party's more extreme 
agenda. Once more, the activities of 
the National Front underscore the 
pattern of an old style extreme right 
politics trying to refresh itself through 
the Brexit agenda of 2016. 


British Renaissance Policy 
Institute 

Finally, there are newcomers to the 
scene in 2016. This includes a hard 

to categorise breakaway group from 
UKIP, the British Renaissance Policy 
Institute. How seriously this new 
organization should be taken remains 
unclear. Also known simply as Brit Ren, 
British Renaissance Policy Institute was 
formed by a one-time UKIP activist, 
Jack Sen, who now claims he only 
joined the party because he wanted 
to infiltrate it in order to promote a 
more hardline nationalist cause. Shortly 
after the 2015 General Election, Sen 
addressed the IONA London Forum, 
where he happily admitted that he 
considered himself a National Socialist. 
After leaving UKIP in 2015, Sen first 
defected to the BNP before creating 
his own group. 

British Renaissance Policy Institute 
seems to be a project steeped in 
a much more overt engagement 
with rekindling fascist ideas of old, 
apparently influenced by the ways 
the left in Britain is rediscovering the 
influences of more radical forces in the 
era of Jeremy Corbyn. Some of this 
justification is set out by Sen in a book 
he published in 2015, How to Get 
Suspended From UKIP & The BNP in 
10 Articles and 2 Tweets. This features 
a number of essays setting out some 
of his ideas, and includes contributions 
from some of his supporters within the 
extreme right movement, suggesting 
he is fairly well connected. As well as 
reprinting essays showing the support 
of Andrew Brons and Nick Griffin, 
the book includes articles from the 
coordinator of the IONA London 
Forum, Jez Turner, and even John de 
Nugent, a veteran of America's neo- 
Nazi scene. 

Sen's new venture is steeped in their 
type of racial nationalism and shot 
through with rhetoric aspiring to bring 
about some form of fundamental 
national rebirth of Britain. Its materials 
describe Brit Ren as an organization 
that will unite ‘patriots under one 


truly national umbrella’. However, he 
does not simply call for them to leave 
their own parties and join his. Rather, 
Sen claims the British Renaissance 
Policy Institute aims to bring together 
factions within the extreme right, and 
help activists overcome divisive issues 
of party loyalty. He also describes 

its nationalism as distinct from that 
offered by groups including UKIP, the 
English Defence League and Pegida. 

Sen has been joined in this venture 
by other former UKIP activists. These 
include Joe Chivers, who also sees the 
European Union as part of a bigger 
problem of international institutions in 
general conflicting with the interests 
of a true patriotic cause. For example, 
in the first of a proposed series of 
articles, Chivers claims to ‘recognise 
the threat posed by all supra-national 
institutions, such as the UN, NATO, 
the IMF, the Soros run Open Society 
and numerous other institutions 
and NGOS’. He adds that getting 
out of the European Union in 2016 
is ‘necessary, albeit not sufficient, 
to safeguard our freedom, national 
sovereignty, prosperity and way of 
life’. Sen, meanwhile, states that 
Britain should ‘rebuild economic 
relations with Commonwealth nations 
like Canada, New Zealand, Australia 
and offer home to South Africa's 
endangered minority population.’ 

In its current form, the British 
Renaissance Policy Institute comes 
across as a rather amateurish affair, 
little more than a website and a 
Facebook page with a few thousand 
followers. Nonetheless, Sen's venture 
is notable for its combination of 
seemingly unguarded promotion of 
National Socialism with a curious 
rejection of the older neo-Nazi culture 
found in groups such as the National 
Front. As such, the British Renaissance 
Policy Institute group is certainly one 
to watch with interest. Moreover, as 
are many others, Sen too is seeking 
to capitalize on the European Union 
referendum as an evocative issue, 
and use it to claim relevance for his 
agenda. 


Conclusions 

From the BNP to the British 
Movement, from Britain First to the 
British Renaissance Policy Institute, 
there is clearly a range of extreme 
right micro groups, or groupuscules, 


in Britain that are attempting to make 
political play out of the Brexit cause. 
What can be detected in all of these 
organizations is an effort to in some 
way link the idea of Brexit with their 
own, far more aggressive political 
agendas. 

Moreover, despite some efforts to 
present a more respectable public 
face these days, clearly Britain's 
extreme right groups remain reliant 
on an ethnic understanding of their 
nationalism, which inevitably develops 
a racist quality. Brexit has become a 
key issue, in part, as it allows them 
to talk about issues of immigration, 
demonize a group in society as ‘other’ 
(i.e. Muslim immigrants), and also 
talk about their concerns to defend 
the ‘ethnic’, ‘indiginous' or ‘Christian’ 
Britain while engaging with an topic 
that many people are concerned 
about. The way they set this out varies 
from organization to organization, 
so while an overtly racial approach 
to white nationalism is quite clear in 
groups such as the National Front, 

a more consciously ‘religious’, and 
therefore coded, use of language 
talking about Christian and Muslim 
identities is deployed by Britain First. 

Of course, despite their best efforts, 
much of the material produced by 
Britain's fringe extreme right ahead 
of the 23 June referendum will 


Jack Sen, who boasts about being suspended from UKIP and the BNP, wants Britain to ‘rebuild’ links with the white 


Commonwealth 


likely be lost in the general noise 

of the campaign. It will be of no 
consequence over and above those 
already in some way linked to this 
milieu. The domination of UKIP as the 
central party promoting the populist 
withdrawal from the EU message will 
help to drown out these far more 
minor voices. However, there will 
remain some wider traction for the 
material produced by some of the 
groups discussed, especially Britain 
First. They have been notable for their 
successes in creating images shared 
widely on social media platforms, 
even by people who are unaware the 
true nature of the party itself, and for 
gaining some wider media coverage 
too. 

Moreover, there is the risk that 
material developed by extreme right 
groups, focusing on the referendum, 
may be less critically engaged with 
by people sympatric to Brexit, as it 
articulated a message they strongly 
agree with. This is certainly the hope 
of the parties producing such material. 
As stated at the outset, there are valid 
arguments to be made for Brexit, but 
the take-home point from this article 
is: be careful what else you are being 
offered from any Brexit campaigners 
you may encounter in the next few 
months, they may be offering more 
than you bargained for. 
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Nick Toczek, Haters, Baiters and Would-Be Dictators (Routledge, 2016) 
Joel Busher, The Making of Anti-Muslim Protest: Grassroots Activism in the English Defence League 


(Routledge, 2016) 


THE TREND OF FRINGE, politicised 
activists expressing antagonistic attitudes 
towards minority groups, leading to the 
formation of ongoing political causes, 
has a long pedigree in Britain. Whether 
looking at the aggressive anti-Semitism 
of an older group, such as the Britons 
Publishing Society and the anti-Semitism 
it promoted, or the more recent upturn 
in anti-Muslim attitudes manifest in the 
English Defence League helping to inspire 
a new generation of Islamophobes, these 
two recent studies of prejudice in Britain 
reveal some important nuances found in 
such oppositional, radical activism. 
Toczec's book, though published as 
an academic volume, is really the work 
of a lifelong activist, one whose passion 
for talking about his subject stands out 
throughout the text. It is based on what 
he describes as a vast archive of material 
on British anti-Semitic cultures that he 
has collated over the years, and Toczec 
identifies himself as a political researcher, 
performer and writer. The strength of 
the book is the story he tells, especially 
regarding the life and impact of the 
founder of the Britons Publishing Society, 
Henry Hamilton Beamish, and the nature 
and impact of this tiny organisation. The 
Britons Publishing Society was active from 
its creation by Beamish, in 1919, to its 
final demise in 1975, and during this time 
helped to inspire a wide array of extreme 
anti-Semites in Britain. This volume is 


The Making of Anti-Muslim Protest ” 
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HATERS, BAITERS AND 
WOULD DICTATOR 


particularly significant as it offers the first 
comprehensive study of this organisation's 
roots in Britain's pre-existing cultures of 
anti-Semitism, analysis of its heyday in 
interwar Britain, and also examination of 
its legacy, cultivating arguments claiming 
the existence of a Jewish plot to control 
the world that can still be detected in the 
extreme right today. 

The focus of the first half of the book 
is on Beamish himself. Toczec's study 
presents him as a mercurial figure, one 
who became convinced of a Jewish plot to 
control the world towards the end of the 
First World War, and who spent the rest of 
his life dedicated to promoting awareness 
of his cause. Although it published a 
wide range of conspiratorial material in its 
lifetime, the most famous book published 
by Beamish's Britons Publishing Society 
was the notorious forgery The Protocols 
of the Learned Elders of Zion. As well as 
disseminating such literature in Britain, in 
the interwar years Beamish networked 
widely, creating strong links with equally 
extreme figures such as Arnold Leese and 
his Imperial Fascist League in Britain. He 
also developed a number of fascinating 
relationships with fascist activists abroad 
too. This even included some links with 
the German Nazi party — both in the 
1920s and also in the 1930s, after the 
Nazis came to power — though Beamish 
was also one to play up his influence here. 
His impact was felt further afield too, 


Heritage and Destiny 


and he developed a profile in America, 
for example by creating links with the 
German-American Bund. 

Such aspects of Beamish's life, 
developed in detail by Toczek's study, are 
often fascinating, and add to the historical 
record. Toczec also happily quotes 
source material at great length from his 
archival collection too. Many researchers 
focused on the history of fascism and 
anti-Semitism will find the book highly 
revealing. However, it is also notable 
that Toczec is not writing as an academic 
author might, and so discussions are not 
as informed by current historical debates 
as they could have been. For example, the 
book could have done more to connect 
Beamish's biographical narrative to current 
debates on transnationalism and fascism, 
styling the networking of Beamish as the 
activity of a typically transnational fascist 
activist. 

The book is more than a biography 
of Beamish though, and later chapters 
examine the development of the Britons 
Publishing Society after Beamish's 
death. There is interesting material here 
too. For example, Toczek offers some 
detailed discussion on the hate sheet 
published in the 1950s, Free Britain, a 
Britons publication featuring among its 
authors a young Colin Jordan. Indeed, 
there is also a chapter devoted to Jordan, 
highlighting how he helped to pass on 
the hate developed by Beamish to a 
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new generation of extreme anti-Semites. 
The book will also be of particular use 
to future historians, and others too, as it 
contains several well-informed appendices, 
including biographies of key activists 
related to the Britons group, and also 
overviews of the micro organisations 
linked to the publicising society too. 
While Toczec's volume focuses 
on someone who seems relatively 
unproblematic to place on the extremes of 
the far right spectrum — after all Beamish 
claimed to have taught Hitler about 
anti-Semitism — Busher's focus on the 
grassroots elements drawn to the English 
Defence League tries to present such 
people as a much more ambiguous set of 
activists. For Busher, many EDL activists 
were not concerned with developing a 
general political ideology, and were more 
simply engaged in a specifically anti- 
Muslim set of protests. With this assertion 
developed early on, throughout the book 
Busher consciously resists describing the 
EDL as a type of far or extreme right 
organisation. He has drawn much of his 
source material from interviews he carried 
out with EDL activists who were willing to 
engage with him, and his fine knowledge 
of their views and attitudes is certainly 
one of the strengths of the book. From 
getting to know such willing participants, 
he paints a detailed portrait of how they 
articulated to him their ideas and beliefs. 
Moreover, he contextualises this discussion 
in a rich engagement with wider academic 
debates on social movements too. 
This helps him comment on the inner 
nature of the EDL from a grass-roots 
activist's perspective. He explores how 
key elements, such as the performative 
qualities of EDL rallies, became powerful 
elements of the culture it generated. 
He is also able to comment strongly on 
the potent emotive bonds that could be 
developed between fellow activists within 
the network, especially during the period 
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antisemitic forgery usually known as The 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion 


towards the start of its lifetime when they 
felt it had some genuine momentum and 
traction. Such features gave followers of 
the movement a genuine sense of mission 
and purpose, at least for a time. 

Busher’s chapters use his source material 
to explore a number of key issues too. 
One chapter focuses on the pathways 
into EDL activism; another examines the 
ways its protagonists researched their 
cause; another looks at the ways such 
activists strenuously denied an identity 
as being far-right, a position Busher is 
happy to reflect; while the final chapters 
explore the dwindling momentum in the 
group over time, and the likely persistence 
of anti-Muslim activism in the future, 
inspired by the cultured generated by 
the EDL. From this, Busher's study gives 
a clear sense of how the more moderate 
activists sympathetic to the main EDL 
group viewed their activism, though there 
are some important elements missing from 
the picture too. 

As an analysis of a cross section of the 
group's supporters, this book is full of 
important insights. One of the striking 
things that emerge from the study is the 
way the group fought over and contested 
being defined as ‘far right’, a label seen 
by many of its protagonists as unfairly 
associating the EDL with a culture of 
racism they felt they rejected. Yet Busher 
could have gone further into critiquing this 
element of the EDL supporter's viewpoint, 
and examined how, while not so clearly 
rooted in a biological type of racism that 
informed the thinking of people like 
Beamish, there was none the less the 
potent creation of a demonised ‘other’ 
running through the EDL's narrative, 
even the version of it supported by the 
group's more moderate supporters. 

While portraying a very human picture 
of such activists, the book does next to 
nothing to explore their collective impact 
on the Muslim communities the EDL 


English Defence League protesters at Downing Street, September 2014 


systematically decried. It also talks little 
of the ways in which, in these contexts, 
Muslims and others experienced the EDL's 
patriotic activism as extreme, prejudiced 
and aggressive — all hallmarks of a ‘far 
right’ culture, broadly understood. 
Moreover, as the study is focused on 
EDL grassroots activists, we learn little 
about the upper echelons of the group, 
and whether their ideologies were more 
comprehensively developed. The aims 
and viewpoints of the leadership are not 
explored, nor are key issues such as the 
funding of the group. These seem like 
gaps in the ‘story’ of the EDL, and so 
are areas that future study of the group 
should do more to address. 

Toczek and Busher focus on very 
different cultures of prejudice. Clearly, the 
Britons Publishing Society and the EDL 
were quite divergent operations, ones that 
targeted different minority communities 
in Britain, had contrasting dynamics, and 
came at different points in time too. The 
anti-Semitism of the Britons Publishing 
Society was linked to Nazi-style biological 
racism, while the anti-Muslim attitudes 
of the EDL tried strenuously to distance 
themselves from association with such 
overtly fascist cultures. However, the 
messy nature of the extreme right does 
not mean these trends have remained 
so separate: Many of the many EDL 
offshoots that identify themselves as 
‘Infidels’ have taken up aspects of neo- 
Nazi perspectives and its conspiratorial 
anti-Semitism as they have become more 
radicalised. In other words, they have 
found appealing Beamish's legacy of 
conspiratorial anti-Semitism, a culture that 
the more moderate EDL activists sought to 
distance themselves from. Perhaps there 
are more ‘family resemblances’ between 
a group such as the Britons Publishing 
Society, and a social movement such as 
the EDL, than at first appears to be the 
case. 
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ANTI-FASCISTS are celebrating 

the collapse of the British far right 
into warring factions, electorally 
insignificant, even if they can find 

a handful of candidates. Or when 
appearing on the streets, comically 
off-putting even to the small 

minority of Britons with racist views. 
So much so that an old-school 

Nazi like Merseyside gangster and 
former Griffin bodyguard Joe Owens 
seriously argues (across a whole series 
of online videos) that what passes for 
nationalist leadership in Britain is so 
inept, it must secretly be controlled by 
Searchlight. 

In several other European countries 
the picture is very different. There 
is justifiable concern that far-right 
parties are increasingly seen as 
viable alternatives, sometimes the 
main opposition to a discredited 
establishment. In one or two 
countries, notably Poland and 
Hungary, a form of authoritarian 
right-wing populism is actually in 
power, with more blatant and violent 
versions of the far right waiting in the 
wings. 

These “successful” parties are at 
the reactionary end of the far-right 
spectrum, despised by ideological 
purists as sell-outs. Some concentrate 
their rhetoric on Muslims, while 
making half-hearted attempts at 
compromise with representatives of 
Jewish communities whose political 
cohesion and power they overrate, 
due to their own semi-disguised 
antisemitic assumptions. 

Yet operating partly within, partly 
distinct from these parties, but also 
distinct from the street thugs and 
tired Hitler fetishists of some old 
school fascist parties, is a network 
of better educated, ideologically 
driven extremists seeking to build a 
revolutionary challenge to democratic 
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Europe. This network is Generation 
Identity. Anti-fascists need to inform 
themselves about what is likely to be 
their main opposition in the coming 
years. 

Generation Identity is sometimes 
(wrongly) seen simply as a series of 
international youth organisations 
spawned from a French movement 
called Bloc Identitaire. But while 
this French aspect is important and 
carries a 40-50 year heritage from 
the Nouvelle Droite (a Paris-based 
1970s attempt to rethink intellectual 
fascism), the 21st century Gl is not 
French-dominated. 

Its organisational base is in Sweden, 
with a small but committed network 
of young activists across Scandinavia 
and the Baltic states and a couple of 
key Anglo-American executives based 
in Hungary. Much of its intellectual 
leadership is German or Austrian; its 
most dangerous heavyweight backing 
is Russian. 

On 29 June 2013, the Fifth 
Identitarian Ideas Conference in 
Stockholm heard from a man seen 
by much of Gl as its leading young 
ideological guru. Markus Willinger 
was then a 21-year-old student 
of history and politics at Stuttgart 
University, though he was born in 
Scharding on the Upper Austrian 
border. Willinger's birthplace is 30 
miles downstream from another 
border crossing on the River Inn: 
Braunau, where Adolf Hitler was born 
in 1889. 

But unlike much of the “radical” 
nationalist scene in Austria and 
Germany, Willinger is not drawn to 
political necrophilia and refrains from 
overt Hitler worship. His message to 
the Stockholm comrades (repeated in 
a very similar speech six weeks later 
to the August 2013 meeting of the 
London Forum) is more subtle and 


more dangerous. 

Anti-fascists will rightly suspect that 
Willinger protests too much when 
he insists “the Identitarian idea is 
something totally new”. 

For two reasons this “newness” is 
important. It is vital to Gl's rhetoric 
and ideological foundation that 
it be depicted (implied in its very 
name) as the voice of a betrayed 
generation. Broadly the under-40s 
(and especially the under-30s), these 
are defined in opposition to so-called 
“68ers”, generations influenced by 
the egalitarian ideals associated with 
the 1968 student movements across 
Europe. 

In a widely distributed Gl video 
that boils its ideology down into a 
series of slogans (echoing the style of 
the despised 68ers) one spokesman 
proclaims “we are the generation — 
double punished: condemned to pay 
into a social system so generous with 
strangers it becomes unsustainable for 
our own people”. Another laments 
“we are the generation of ethnic 
fracture, total failure of coexistence, 
and forced mixing of the races”. 

Actually, like the earlier Nouvelle 
Droite-influenced generation of 
activists, some of whom became 
active terrorists in Italy, France and 
Germany, very few of these Gl types 
are from working class backgrounds 
or have legitimate grounds for 
bitterness against the system. The 
overwhelming impression one gets 
from spending time with Gl activists, 
as several Searchlight operatives 
have had to do when monitoring 
their activities and infiltrating their 
networks, is of extreme vanity and 
self-obsession. These are frustrated 
middle-class kids who believe they 
should be masters of the universe. 

But anti-fascists should beware of 
over-confidence. We might find Gl's 


pompous rhetoric and solipsistic sense 
of grievance pathetic, yet as with an 
earlier generation of arrogant losers, 
that doesn't mean their danger can be 
dismissed. 

This brings us to the second reason 
for GI's obsession with “newness”. 
They are well aware of the need to 
distinguish themselves from 20th 
century national socialism, an older 
version of what is essentially the same 
ideology. 

The common thread from that older 
generation becomes obvious when 
listening to Willinger: “... Europe is 
dying. Our nations are dying. And 
with every day we Europeans become 
weaker and weaker, with every day 
we lose power, every day brings us 
closer to our final end." 

The fundamental reason according 
to GI's young spokesman Willinger is 
pollution of the European gene pool: 

“Those Europeans who want to 
save Europe spent the last years 
arguing with each other. They spent 
their time discussing about minor 
points, discussing about their attitude 
towards the Middle East, while the 
Left took control of the media and 
while the rulers today did everything 
to destroy our Identity. 

“We must concentrate on the only 
question which matters nowadays. 
The question: will Europe survive or 
will it die forever. As long as Europe 
is dying, all other questions are 
pointless, meaningless and ridiculous. 

“We [Identitarians] are a political 
organisation, but not a political party. 
We see ourselves as ... the first 
fighters for the reconquest of Europe. 

“It's not enough just to vote every 
four years. We have to be on the 
streets, we have to show our protest." 

Behind these slogans are a number 
of points which mark out GI from 
some other strands of the far right, 
and which might prove either a 
strength or a weakness of this 
new movement. Willinger and his 
associates argue against an excessive 
focus on the Jewish question. Many 
older neo-nazis have been happy to 
fight (sometimes literally) alongside 
Muslims and others against a 
common Jewish enemy. Indeed a few 
such as Horst Mahler pursued these 
alliances both as radical leftists and 
then as neo-nazis. 


right philosopher 


For Gl this is a self-indulgent 
distraction. They believe that the 
battle is in and for Europe: the 
implication is that others should be 
left (in the case of refugees again 
perhaps literally) to sink or swim, 
whether or not at some ideological 
purist level they might be seen as 
sharing a common “Zionist” foe. 

Willinger argues that the racist 
movement should learn from the left 
about what he vaguely calls “making 
pressure”. He seems to mean that a 
GI vanguard should identify political 
trends and exploit them. This means 
for example using anti-refugee 
demonstrations — not in the manner 
of an old-fashioned political party like 
the BNP or NF in an attempt to win 
votes and members, but to influence 
the broader political culture in an anti- 
refugee direction. 

Willinger's colleague at London 
Forum and GI events, Manuel 
Ochsenreiter, is a regular on Russian 
and Syrian propaganda stations 
who edits the German neo-nazi 
magazine Zuerst. Ochsenreiter is a 
clear personal link between the older 
Nazi tradition and Gl. His magazine 
was the successor to Nation Europa, 
originally co-founded just after the 
Second World War by Arthur Erhardt, 
an SS officer on Himmler's personal 
staff, and Herbert Bohme, author of 
“battle hymns” for the 1930s Nazi 
Party including a line in tribute to 
Adolf Hitler: “you walk among the 
people as their saviour”. 

For Gl, recruitment is about 
winning a select few committed 
undergraduates, not building a 
mass party. Their politics is not just 
vanguardist, it is proudly elitist. 


Manuel Ochsenreiter (right), RT journalist and fixer for President Putin, with Alexander Dugin, Russian extreme- 


One example of a GI vanguard 
action was the occupation of a 
mosque in Poitiers, an iconic site for 
French nationalists because of the 
Battle of Tours fought near this site 
in 732 by Charles Martel against an 
invading army from Muslim Spain. 
Gl members hung a banner from 
the roof of the mosque announcing: 
“We don't want extra-European 
immigration any more, nor buildings 
of mosques on French soil”. 

Such anti-Muslim campaigns 
illustrate the influence of Guillaume 
Faye, one of the founding fathers of 
the Nouvelle Droite, and also show 
a distancing from one of its other 
original leaders Alain de Benoist. 
These are variants of what started as 
a shared anti-democratic ideology: de 
Benoist has become more obviously 
anti-Christian, anti-American and (of 
course) anti-“ Zionist" (nudge, wink); 
Faye has become one of the most 
radical ideologists of Islamophobia. 

Though their ideological influences 
include New Right veterans such as 
Faye, the Gl vanguard also includes 
several whose public record of 
fascist activity does not go back very 
many years. In the case of Willinger 
and other 20-somethings this is 
understandable, but some older and 
cannier fascists are beginning to be 
wary of one or two “Johnny-come- 
lately” characters, who one minute 
had no involvement with far-right 
politics, and the next are cropping up 
everywhere as “radical” spokesmen 
and leaders. 

One of GI's Scandinavia ideologists 
for example is Daniel Karlsson, now 
aged 43, who was a student leftist, 
then re-emerged politically just a 


Spring 2016 | Searchlight | 15 


‘Investigation nvestigation | 


Philipe Vardon, leader of Generation Identity in France and Front National regional councillor 


couple of years ago. He is now a 
regular participant in Gl's annual 
“identitarian ideas" conference in 
Stockholm. This year will be the 
eighth such event. Speakers at 
previous conferences have included 
Philippe Vardon, a Gl leader in France 
who was elected a few months ago 
as an FN regional councillor on the 
slate headed by Jean-Marie Le Pen's 
granddaughter, Marion Maréchal Le 
Pen, seen as the standard-bearer for 
the party's radical wing. 

Sharing a platform with Vardon 
at the 2013 conference was the 
American political philosopher Paul 
Gottfried, a Jewish academic who had 
made common cause with some of 
the most odious racists in America at 
Jared Taylor's American Renaissance 
conferences. It's unclear whether 
Gottfried was aware of the national 
socialist antecedents of so many GI 


leaders, or whether he is already so 
morally and politically compromised 
that he no longer cares. 

The Stockholm conferences have 
brought together youngsters such 
as Willinger with hardline Nazis such 
as the leading American Holocaust 
denier Mark Weber, and some of the 
main networkers of today’s far right 
such as Jez Turner of the London 
Forum and John Morgan of the 
publishing firm Arktos, who regularly 
bring out translations of the main Gl 
activists as well as reprinting some of 
the main ideological texts of the pre- 
Hitler German far right. 

The 2016 conference will be held 
in central Stockholm on the first 
weekend of August. Its four main 
speakers are Alexander Markovics, 
Dan Roodt, Jason Reza Jorjani and 
Daniel Friberg. 

Markovics is one of the leaders of 


ree 


Dan Roodt, back row centre, with Nick Griffin to the right of him. Front left: Derek Turner, former leader of an Irish 


Nazi group, who went on to edit Right Now magazine before being retained by Taki Theodoracopulos to run the 


Quarterly Review, now a full-time author 
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the Austrian branch of Gl, Identitarian 
Movement Austria (IBO). In March 
2016 Markovics was interviewed by 
an Arktos panel including Friberg and 
John Morgan, as well as the Swedish 
aristocrat Jonas de Geer, who is a 
member of the far-right Catholic 
Society of St Pius X (SSPX). Their 
topic was “Reconquering Europe”. 
Markovics says that he co-founded 
IBO in Vienna in 2012 because of a 
lack of militancy among the parties of 
the traditional right. Like the French 
Gl, his group has concentrated on 
subversive street actions against left- 
wing and liberal organisations, yet 
strangely for self-styled “radicals” of 
the “True Right” their most recent 
campaigns have been in support 

of government moves to seal the 
Austrian border. Once again GI 

is not acting as an ideologically 
consistent movement but rather 
looking for opportunities to advance 
a racist agenda, as and when these 
arise. Moreover Markovics insists 
that his movement does not wish 

to become a new party and has 

“no grudges” against the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO), despite that 
party being denounced by many Nazi 
hardliners around Europe for “selling 
out” to Israel. Markovics states: 

“it's important that there is also a 
metapolitical force which is organising 
demonstrations or influencing the 
masses to actually make a patriotic 
revolution in Austria possible.” 

Roodt is a prominent South African 
racist who has been building contacts 
with racists and national socialists 
worldwide for more than a decade, 
though he supposedly started out on 
the left. Anti-fascists should be in no 
doubt about Roodt. There are many 
perfectly respectable South African 
democrats (including on the left) who 
have become strong critics of the 
ANC in recent years, for good reason. 
Roodt is not one of them. He is a 
straightforward Afrikaner racist with 
close neo-nazi affiliations. 

Jorjani is an academic philosopher 
born in New York with a partly 
lranian family background. He now 
teaches at the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology and has just had a book 
published by Arktos, Prometheus 
and Atlas. It might seem strange for 
a professional academic to associate 


with outright neo-nazis and racists, 
but some Gl activists (and fellow 
speakers such as Roodt) have been 
building transatlantic connections via 
Jared Taylor's American Renaissance. 
Jorjani's participation highlights one 
of the contradictions within Gl. 
Although they are keen to exploit 
mainstream anti-Muslim sentiment 
and (especially in France) ally with far- 
right Catholics and other Christians 
campaigning on issues such as 
mosques, Gl’s ideology is just as 
hostile to Christianity and (needless 
to say) Judaism. Jorjani’s new Arktos 
book for example “endeavours to 
deconstruct the nihilistic materialism 
and rootless rationalism of the 
modern West by showing how it was 
grounded on a dishonest suppression 
of the spectral and why it has a 
parasitic relationship with Abrahamic 
religious fundamentalism". He argues 
that various strange notions such 

as extra-sensory perception and 
psychokinesis should not be dismissed 
as “paranormal”. Perhaps we can 
look forward to “yogic flying” at 
Stockholm. 

Friberg was co-founder (and now 
chief executive) of Arktos with John 
Morgan and Mick Brooks. Friberg 
describes himself as a representative 
of the True Right, a term which was 
also used by Morgan at last year's 
Stockholm conference. “There is no 
single label that one could apply to 
Arktos with any accuracy," declared 
Friberg, “given the vast range of 
ideas that we engage with. If | had 
to pick one, however, | would borrow 
the term ‘true Right’, which was first 
coined by the Italian traditionalist 
philosopher Julius Evola, who defined 
it as ‘those principles which were 
accepted and seen as normal by every 
well-born person everywhere in the 
world prior to 1789'." 

As with Jorjani’s book, this Evolan 
influence is anti-Christian/Jewish as 
well as anti-Muslim. It seems that 
GI aims to pursue a neo-nazi variant 
of the strategy once advocated by 
the American conservative theorist 
Leo Strauss: one level of populist 
Christian morality and crude anti- 
Islamism should be pursued to recruit 
the general public; the neo-pagan, 
anti-Christian and anti-Jewish stuff 
should be reserved for the elect, the 


John Morgan (left), senior director of Arktos Media, with French far-right philosopher Alain de Benoist 


“perfecti", the self-anointed masters 
of the universe who gather at Gl 
conferences. 

An older generation of Britain's 
far right - from the National Front's 
Richard Edmonds, to Heritage and 
Destiny's Mark Cotterill and Peter 
Rushton, to the British Democratic 
Party's Andrew Brons and Adrian 
Davies — look at Gl and mutter, “well, 


it's good to see bright young chaps 
recruited into our movement, but 

all this metaphysical stuff is all very 
well: what are their practical political 
aims?" 

Anti-fascists likewise might dismiss 
Gl as Facebook cranks. This would 
be a mistake. A network that 
connects South Africa's leading racist 
propagandist with American college 


Alexander Markovics, one of the leaders of Generation Identity in Austria, on the left of the group holding a Gl flag 
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American Jewish collaborator Paul Gottfried at a GI conference in Stockholm 


lecturers is not to be lightly dismissed. 
And we should not forget that 

much of Europe is a tinder box, with 
mainstream political leaders widely 
discredited and liable to adopt sudden 
policy lurches in response to street 
violence. 

John Morgan of Arktos and several 
of his closest associates, such as the 
American fascist Greg Johnson of 
Counter Currents, are now based 
largely in Budapest, close to some 
of the most militant flashpoints of 
anti-immigrant activism. Hungary's 
populist prime minister Viktor Orban 


has been hailed by GI as “Europe's 
unlikely hero”, though Morgan and 
Johnson are closer to his radical fascist 
opponents Jobbik, and especially 

to Alexander Dugin, the far-right 
philosopher with links to the Moscow 
Godfather himself. 

Two years ago Arktos published 
Dugin's book Putin versus Putin, 
arguing that the Russian Mussolini 
had “attempted to balance two 
opposing sides of his political nature: 
one side is a liberal democrat who 
seeks to adopt Western-style reforms 
in Russia and maintain good relations 


Jason Reza Jorjani, part-lranian US academic and psychokinesis fan due to speak at GI 2016 
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with the United States and Europe, 
and the other is a Russian patriot 
who wishes to preserve Russia's 
traditions and reassert her role as one 
of the great powers of the world. 
According to Dugin, this balancing 
act cannot go on if Putin wishes to 
enjoy continuing popular support 
among the Russian people. Putin 
must act to preserve Russia's unique 
identity and sovereignty in the face 
of increasing challenges, both from 
Russian liberals at home and from 
foreign powers.” 

If so, Dugin must have been glad 
to see the fascistic side of Putin's 
“political nature" coming increasingly 
to the fore. And while it remains 


Poster for the 2013 Generation Identity conference 


difficult to discern an easy path 

for GI to turn itself into a political 
movement, its cadres can operate 
within broader and increasingly 
successful parties such as Marine Le 
Pen's Front National, to Moscow's 
benefit. Most disturbing would be if 
Willinger’s call for street action leads 
a few intelligent and ideologically 
committed Nazis to form cells under 
the cover of lumpen anti-Muslim 
bigots. If funded, trained and directed 
by governments seeking to disrupt 
Western societies, these could form 
a truly dangerous spearhead for a 
movement that has for decades (as 
Searchlight has shown) been at war 
with society. 


|Word view: Italy’ view: Italy 


By Alfio Bernabei 


APRIL IN ITALY is the “Nazi-fascist month” and Milan the 
European magnet attracting Nazis from all over Europe 

which enables them to discuss and plan new strategies and 
better coordinate new alliances. This sums up the latest 

piece of reporting into Nazi-fascist activities published by the 
Italian weekly L'Espresso only last month., Research by the 
Osservatorio Democratico sulle Nuove Destre led by Saverio 
Ferrari who monitors emerging new right wing groups, reveals 
a dramatic increase in Nazi-fascist content in social networking 
websites while ANPI, the National Association of Partisans, 
says it regularly receives news of Nazi-fascist aggressions and 
defacement of plaques and monuments dedicated to partisans 
or antifascists (the monument to film director Pier Paolo 
Pasolini was also vandalised last month). 

The Italian police Prevention Unit has also done some 
research which was delivered to a Tribunal in Rome dealing 
with a case involving CasaPound: it says there is nothing 
much to worry about because the “third millennium fascists” 
of this organisation are doing excellent work helping the 
poor, the homeless and the unemployed; good people 
mostly dedicated to philanthropy and social assistance. 

If, occasionally, they get involved in violent clashes this is 
perhaps due to the excesses of “antifascist militancy”. 

Protests against such a relaxed opinion were sent to the 
Minister of the Interior, Angelino Alfano, a close former ally 
of Silvio Berlusconi, the television tycoon and P2 member 
who so successfully brought neofascists and racists into his 
three government coalitions. Alfano indicated that the police 
report was right: nothing to worry about, because no one is 
intent on reforming the Fascist Party. End of story. But make 
no mistake: either Italy, as suggested in Tommaso Cerno's 
recent book A Noi!, has never really put aside the blackshirt 
or is sliding into a third millennium fascism so diffuse as to 
appear perfectly normal. Any space abandoned by what used 
to be the proud territory of the memory of the Resistance 


Some of the damage to the memorial to Pier Paolo Pasolini 


against the Nazi-fascists does not remain vacant for long: it 
is instantly occupied by neofascists of the kind who gather in 
Milan and in myriads of other places throughout Italy. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that every town and village 
in Italy has its crop of recognisable neofascists acting openly 
under one of the many banners. 

As for why April is described as the country's “Nazi-fascist 
month", this has to do with the fact that ceremonies are held 
to commemorate the deaths of Benito Mussolini and Adolf 
Hitler, and to pay homage to the Nazi-fascists of the Salo 
Republic, the puppet state that operated in Northern Italy 
between 1943 and 1945 under the two dictators. Nazi-fascists 
still rage against the Anglo-American “invasion” and these 
commemorations are staged to defy the official celebrations of 
25 April, Liberation Day. Milan is chosen because it is usually 
referred to as “the capital of the partisans’ Resistance”. 

The first to openly defy this special status was Roberto 
Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova, who brought international 
representatives of the extreme right to the town centre and 
set up his party's headquarters there. He continues to build on 
his conquests. A couple of months ago he mounted a special 
commemoration concert at Hotel Principe to mark the death 
15 years ago of his old friend Massimo Morsello, the terrorist 
with whom he set up a number of businesses in London, 
Meeting Point among others, during their years as fugitives 
from justice in the 1980s. Nine rock bands performed, 
including The Hobbit, Topi Neri, Vecchia Stazione, Testudo 
as well as Jack Marchal, one of the men behind the French 
Ordre Nouveau. 

Taking part were also members of CasaPound whose 
alliance with Forza Nuova is getting stronger. This is indeed 
the combination that many other Nazi-fascist groups in 
Europe look at as an inspiration. While Forza Nuova operates 
as a rigid political party, albeit with little success, CasaPound 
flanks it with “dynamic militancy", as noted in the police 
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Fascists salute the memory of Massimo Morsello in their usual manner 


report. It spreads through a variety of offshoots in constant 
mutation, each one with a different name, all designed 
to attract new members and channel them into activities 
reflecting their interest so that participation becomes an 
integral part of the movement. 

Group activities cover environmental concerns, 
animal welfare, homeless people, unemployment, 
prison overcrowding, health advice, child protection, 
mountaineering, student associations, music, painting and of 
late, fashion. Not crude black t-shirts with fascist slogans like 
those sold in Predappio, Mussolini's birthplace, but polo shirts 
and Harrington-style jackets “for the man who fights" and 
“the man who gets his hands dirty". Models are chosen for 
their “Roman profile”. The trademark is the 
green woodpecker. In ancient mythology and in pagan 
culture the bird is a demi-god. It may be circuitous drilling 
but it provides an introduction to the Nazi-fascist esoteric 
philosopher Julius Evola who was quite fond of soldiers as 
demi-gods. In similar vein CasaPound uses the tortoise as a 


The tortoise flags of CasaPound 


symbol. More military subtext: referring to the interlocking 
of shields in ancient Roman battle formations. Ask the Italian 
police or Interior Minister whether they see any danger in 
such symbols and they will probably laugh. Ask CasaPound 
and they too will laugh, because they have found a way of 
recruiting the young without using swastikas, which would 
alarm their parents. They initiate new members into Nazi- 
fascism through new codes of representation before turning 
them into soldiers. 

Carlo Smuraglia, president of ANPI, knows the reality that 
lies behind these sinister tricks. In the period between 2011 
and January this year a member of CasaPound has been 
arrested on average every three months. During the same 
period 359 members have been reported to the police, one 
every five days. And during the same period there have 
been 106 clashes with antifascists resulting in injuries in a 
number of cases. “From all over Italy we regularly get news 
of aggressions by members of CasaPound. We would like to 
know what happens to those reported to the police.” 


20 | Searchlight | Spring 2016 


Word view: Italy view: Italy | 


by Alfio Bernabei 


THIS YEAR MARKS the 80th anniversary of Italy's 
proclamation of the African Empire on 9 May 1936. 
Mussolini's annexation of Ethiopia was obtained through 
the use of chemical weapons and crimes against humanity 
for which no one has ever been held accountable. Mustard 
gas penetrated clothing and cut through the skin causing 
atrocious suffering and asphyxiation. Italian troops and air 
force used gas to contaminate water so that livestock on 
which people depended for a living would also die. 

The number of Ethiopians killed has been put at 750,000 
but research is ongoing. Only recently the historian 
lan Campbell has estimated that about 18-20% of the 
population of the capital Addis Ababa was exterminated. 


And in the notorious attack on the Debre Libanos monastery 


in 1937, in revenge for a failed attempt to assassinate the 
Italian viceroy Rodolfo Graziani, the victims among the 
monks and civilians probably numbered around 3,000, 
not the few hundred the Italians suggested. A report on 
the atrocities sent to the Foreign Office in London was so 
shocking that in his diary Oliver Harvey, private secretary 
of Anthony Eden, the Foreign Secretary, wrote that it was 
decided not to make it public. Many at the time realised the 
tragic mistake made by the British Government in giving 
virtual carte blanche to Mussolini for the invasion, even 
allowing 260 tons of mustard gas to travel through the 
Suez Canal, as G T Garratt wrote in his book Mussolini's 
Roman Empire. Garratt and others understood immediately 
that the invasion of Ethiopia was paving the way for the 
Second World War. Both Italy and Germany wasted no time 
in rushing to help General Franco. The rest followed step by 
step soon after, inexorably. 

There were no Nuremberg trials over the Italian atrocities 
in Ethiopia. Indeed, General Pietro Badoglio, “the first 
Duke of Addis Ababa” who resorted to widespread use 
of chemical weapons, was chosen as Prime Minister by 
the Anglo-American allies to replace Mussolini, thus 
representing, albeit briefly, the new Italy. As for Marshal 
Graziani, nicknamed “the butcher of Ethiopia”, who also 
served as Army Chief in Mussolini's puppet Salo Republic 


Italian fascist atrocities committed in Ethiopia have never been prosecuted 


Rodolfo Graziani, butcher of Ethiopia 


controlled by Hitler, he was never prosecuted by the United 
Nations War Crimes Commission. Various attempts by 
Ethiopia to bring him to trial were resisted by Italy and 
Britain. In 1948, finally sentenced to 19 years imprisonment 
by an Italian court, not for the atrocities in Ethiopia but for 
collaborating with the Nazis, he only served four months. As 
recently as 2012, as reported by Searchlight, a toxic mixture 
of historical ignorance and political ineptitude allowed the 
building of a mausoleum dedicated to Graziani in the town 
of Affile, near Rome, in the Lazio Region. 

The fact that Italian war criminals escaped justice is one 
of the reasons why a culture of subterfuge, deception and 
corruption has penetrated so deeply into the body politics 
as a whole and allowed fascism to retain its hold producing 
the kind of historical revisionism and attempts at its 
rehabilitation we witness in the present time. 
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by Leonard Zeskind, www.irehr.org 


AT THE TIME OF WRITING (9 April 
2016), Donald Trump's supporters 
include approximately seven million 
Republicans who have either voted 
for him in state party primaries or 
stood for him in caucuses. Trump has 
proposed creating a national “registry” 
for Muslims, apparently similar to the 
one the Nazis kept for Jews. He claims 
he will build a wall on the southern 
border, and it is not to keep North 
Americans from seeking a vacation in 
Cancun. His anti-women tirades have 
targeted a FOX news reporter. FOX 
news is THE conservative television 
news channel, and his attack is one of 
many examples of the half-berserker 
character of his campaign. 

The anti-woman pox apparently 
extends to Trump's campaign 
manager, Corey Lewandowski, who 
was charged with simply battery of 
a woman reporter in Jupiter, Florida. 
The reporter had formerly worked for 
the extreme-right “Breitbart News”. 
Although the charges were eventually 
dropped by the prosecutor, Trump's 
campaign was tarred once again with 
an “anti-woman” brush. The incident 
also highlighted the extent to which 
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personnel from Koch-sponsored 
Americans for Prosperity and the Tea 
Party movement were interlaced in 
Trump's campaign. 

Lewandowski had worked in various 
capacities for Americans for Prosperity, 
including as their national director 
of voter registration. The national 
spokeswoman, Katrina Pierson, had 
been spokesperson for the Tea Party 
Leadership Fund. Another national 
staff person, Alan Cobb, had been the 
manager for government affairs for 
Koch Industries in Kansas. The Koch 
Brothers, who will likely pour over four 
million dollars into conservative and 
libertarian politics this year, are widely 
targeted on the left as the source of 
every social ailment. They do fund 
Americans for Prosperity. They most 
definitely do not support Trump for 
President, however. And they do not 
support the Tea Party movement. 

At Trump's state and local level, 
more Tea Party and Americans for 
Prosperity persons can be found. 

His South Carolina Field Director, 
Gerri McDaniel, for example, was a 
co-founder of the Myrtle Beach Tea 
Party and the organizer of the Tea 


Party coalition’s state convention. And 
there are more stacked in Arizona, 
Florida, Georgia and elsewhere. A poll 
of Tea Parties in Florida did choose 
Trump as their standard bearer. 

Nevertheless, organizational leaders 
from Tea Party Patriots and Tea 
Party Nation tout Trump as an 
unvarnished liberal, not conservative 
enough for their taste. They backed 
Texas Senator Ted Cruz, a Tea Party 
favourite since 2010. Any analysis 
of the far right has to include these 
differences among leaders, staff and 
rank-and-filers. The left has to do 
much more than simply point at the 
Koch brothers and other super-rich 
funders. To stop the Tea Parties and 
Americans for Prosperity, we must 
understand the social movement 
dynamics at work here. 

The same is true of the white 
nationalist movement. Many, including 
David Duke, have complained of 
Trump's ties with “Zionists”. Indeed, 
his Deputy Campaign Manager was 
the Southwest Regional Director of 
the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee in 2014. Nevertheless, 
Trump has received support from 
white nationalists, including 
American Renaissance boss Jared 
Taylor and attorney William Johnson, 
chairman of the American Freedom 
Party, formerly known as American 
Third Position Party. Johnson is also 
the Treasurer of American National 
Super PAC, which has been supporting 
Trump with a phone call campaign. 
(Duke eventually declared his support 
for Trump.) 

In 2008, white nationalists were cast 
adrift by President Obama's victory. 
The movement did not die. It did not 
disappear. But the election of Obama, 
in which he received numbers of votes 
from white people, left the movement 
without a strategic rudder. Today, 
however, the white-ists are picking 


up strength and strategy. Last year 
the issue of Confederate flags and 
monuments ginned up their ranks. 
Opposition to black youth protesting 
police racism has spilled white-ists 
into the street. And now Trump, with 
his barely disguised version of white 
dispossession (a fanciful lie, at best), 
has given them a voice in the election 
process. 

The Tea Parties, which leftist writers 
have declared dead on multiple 
occasions, kept rising up nonetheless. 
They have not suffered from Trump's 
strategy. Neither have the rapidly 
multiplying militias, which have drawn 
gunners out of the Tea Parties and 
from the anti-immigrant Aryans. They 
have grown in the aftermath of the 
Oregon wilderness occupation. And 
the defeat of Trump can be expected 
to shift more Tea Partiers, sick with 
the failures of electioneering, into the 
militia ranks. Indeed, at this time next 
year, we expect the far right racists 
and bigots to be stronger, not weaker, 
than they are now. 


Protests Against Trump 
Individuals and small groups have 
showed up outside and inside Trump 
rallies ever since the first primaries 
showed his strength. The protestors 
have been arrested and thrown 

out of rallies. On occasion, Trump 
has threatened from the podium 
violence against the protestors, and 
his supporters have been happy to 
sucker-punch protestors when the 
opportunity emerged. In Chicago, in 
mid-March, a broad-based coalition 
mounted thousands to protest 
Trump's appearance there, and he 


was forced to cancel the event. In 
the aftermath, large protests have 
followed Trump in many locations, 
including Kansas City, Pittsburgh and 
New York among other locales. 

Further, much of the Republican 
Party establishment is congealing 
around Texas Senator Ted Cruz as 
the alternative to Donald Trump. 
Cruz, a homophobic, anti-immigrant 
favourite of the Tea Party movement 
first elected senator in 2012, is 
currently trailing Trump in the party 
delegate count necessary to win the 
nomination. Trump has said “riots” 
will ensue if he does not receive the 
Republican Party's nod. Nevertheless, 
it is increasingly possible that 
neither candidate will win their July 
convention's selection on the first 
ballot. 

A decisive majority of potential 


voters are likely to vote against 
Trump. Some Democratic Party 
leaders think that a Trump Republican 
candidacy could mean that Democrats 
win not just the presidency, but 

also the control of the Senate and 
possibly the House of Representatives. 
Democratic Party control of both the 
executive and legislative branches of 
government could ensure that they 
soon controlled the Supreme Court as 
well. 

If a Democratic November election 
sweep occurs, as it did when President 
Obama was elected in 2008, 
progressive activists of every stripe will 
likely push hard for essential reforms. 
There is a pressing need for voting 
rights, curbing racist policing, policy 
toward labour unions, reproductive 
rights, LGBQT civil rights, job creation 
and other areas of concern. IREHR will 
applaud every possible effort to move 
forward. 

The Institute for Research & 
Education on Human Rights will not, 
however, make the mistake that was 
made after the election of President 
Barack Obama. Please let me repeat 
that. After Obama's election in 2009, 
many prominent progressive voices 
claimed that the far right was dead. 

It was a mistake made repeatedly, 
particularly with regard to the Tea 
Party movement. This failure to 
acknowledge the far right in 2009 laid 
the basis for the right-wing success 
that followed. In conclusion, IREHR 
notes now the danger that is likely 

to appear later, even if Trump finally 
falls. 
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Cathy Pound reports from the European March for Refugee Rights 


THE OUTPOURING OF COMPASSION when the image of 
Aylan Kurdi, the three-year-old Syrian boy washed up dead 
on a Bodrum beach in September 2015, was sadly but 
predictably shortlived. As large numbers continue to flee 
Syria, inevitably pressures have built when their journey 

to safety has been halted as borders were erected where 
there had previously been none. 

Trade unionists, campaigners and individuals have however 
continued to travel to France and Greece to offer solidarity 
and aid. Marches and several rallies opposite 10 Downing 
Street and elsewhere continue to ensure the human story 
behind the headlines is heard. The European March for 
Refugee Rights on Saturday 27 February was one example 
of people taking to the streets at relatively short notice 
to highlight the real situation on the ground in Calais and 
Greece, with people giving first-hand testimony to the 
current situation facing people there. 

David Lammy MP has said in relation to the closing of 
borders following a visit to Greece that “the refugee crisis 
can only be solved if European nations reopen their borders 
and work to reach a collective political agreement. European 
nations can and must do much more and | will continue to 
speak out on this issue." 

Tensions mounted in Calais last autumn when, on 2 
November, reports emerged with some video footage of 
the CRS, the French riot police, sending up to 20 tear gas 
grenades into the Calais camp at night when most people 
were sleeping in their tents. Tear gas continued to be used 
in the following days and weeks as a response — some 
would say an overwhelmingly disproportionate one — to 
“stone-throwing”. Tear gas was used also when some of the 
migrants gained access to UK-bound trucks. 

Plans begun to be made to dismantle part of the camp and 
a judge in Lille ruled on 25 February that a partial clearance 
of the camp could go ahead, apart from social spaces 
including schools and places of worship. Further concern was 
voiced by migrants and volunteers present in the camp when 
it appeared that water cannon had been brought to the site. 

Tanya Freedman, of Help Refugees, said: “We're very 
disappointed because the French interior Minister Bernard 
Cazeneuve insisted in a public statement that the clearance 
would be done in a humane fashion." 

In Greece, tear gas has also been used by bordering states 
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as people tried to breach the Greece-Macedonia border. 
Austria has restricted entry to 80 a day. The numbers of 
people arriving in Greece has continued to grow with 
estimates of 70,000 people expected at Greece's northern 
border. Calls for the rest of Europe to take their share of 
responsibility are being made as the situation in Greece 
becomes increasingly unsustainable. 

Angela Merkel said in a media interview: “Do you seriously 
believe that all the Euro states that last year fought all the 
way to keep Greece in the Eurozone — and we were the 
strictest - can one year later allow Greece to, in a way, 
plunge into chaos?” 

Greece Solidarity Campaign joined the European March 
for Refugee Rights to call for urgent action in the light of 
these events. A GSC press release on 3 March outlined 
“the impossible task" for Greece of “rescuing an economy 
that is on the verge of collapse together with managing a 
humanitarian crisis”. The statement goes on to voice concern 
that the shift in government actions and public opinion 
will give oxygen to the far right posing a risk that they will 
gain wider popular support by tapping into anti-migrant 
sentiment as the media happily convey public opinion 
hardening towards refugees. 

“A European wide solution is imperative. The huge danger 
lies in a retreat into narrow nationalism and xenophobia.” 

On 4 April the first boats taking people from Greece back 
to Turkey set sail amid protests that the EU deal had been 
rushed and ill-conceived. Human rights campaigners argue 
that Turkey is not in a position to process asylum claims and 
people would be returned to their country of origin without 
access to the proper legal process. 

Giorgos Kosmopoulos, head of Amnesty International 
Greece, said: “This is the first day of a very difficult time for 
refugee rights. Despite the serious legal gaps and lack of 
adequate protection in Turkey, the EU is forging ahead with 
a dangerous deal.” 

Ahead of the deportations to Turkey people were being 
held in what the UN described as “detention camps” rather 
than the “reception centres" they had been operating as 
previously. Sadly, a similar fate faces these same people on 
their arrival in Turkey. 

Compassion may not be compulsory but the upholding of 
human rights and international law is. 


» a 
90% 
OF SYRIAN 
REFUGEES 
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Cathy Pound reports from the London march 


AS PEOPLE GATHERED at Great Portland Place for the 
London march to mark UN International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 19 March, some 
groups started up impromptu rallies with chants as well 
as a stage with speeches to set the key message of the 
day, ‘Refugees are Welcome here’. Black Activists Rising 
against Cuts (BARAC) chorused ‘Black lives matter’ 
whilst Goldsmiths students formed a circle nearby with 
placards, chanting ‘Students, not suspects’. 

Speakers ahead of the rally included Searchlight editor, 
Gerry Gable who opened by saying it was a “privilege” 
to be with everyone here today. He continued by way 
of warning that “we are living in dangerous times, 
possibly the most dangerous we had seen since the end 
of the Second World War". He called on those present 
to “stand together and speak out" against racism where 
we witness it, saying that it is only through solidarity 
now that we can resist the rise of a more violent racism 
here and internationally. Gerry ended with a call that, 
of course, “refugees are welcome here” as the UK has 
benefited in so many ways from those who have come 
and contributed to our communities. 

The far-right Isamophobes of Britain First provocatively 
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made their presence felt by gathering in Piccadilly Circus, 
which was along the route of the march. They waved 
the obligatory Union Jack flags and Britain First placards 
proclaiming “No Benefits for Migrants!” and “Veterans 
before Migrants!". The police guarded the Britain First 
counter-protesters and created a barrier between them 
and the march. 

Stand up to Racism who organised the marches and 
rallies put figures at around 20,000 in London with 
3,500 in Glasgow, led by a contingent of 200 Eritrean 
refugees, and another 300 in Cardiff. The London march 
ended with more speeches in Trafalgar Square. 

Christine Blower, NUT General Secretary, pointed 
out that her equivalent in Germany has received death 
threats for expressing her support for the refugees. 
Vanessa Redgrave reminded the crowd that as late as 
December 1938 there were attempts to stop Jewish 
people fleeing Nazi Germany from entering Britain. She 
argued that the refugee agreements that were signed 
after the Second World War were put in place precisely 
to ensure that people fleeing persecution never faced 
that again. Diane Abbott, Shadow Secretary of State 
for International Development, also criticised “Fortress 


Europe” for turning away refugees. 

Catherine West MP highlighted the problem of the 
10,000 refugees who are unaccompanied children and 
urged that solutions be found for them. Children’s 
author Michael Rosen said, “We have to stand together, 
friends, comrades, we are all migrants". Amyna Mosul, a 
young woman from Mosul in Iraq, showed the reality of 
life for refugees when she described her escape and her 
journey to Britain via Calais. 

Student nurse Charli Humm said, “We face lot of cuts 
in the NHS, but the people | work alongside come from 
all parts of the world". Protester Jake Shepherd from 
Harlow in Essex said, “My grandparents’ generation was 
bombed. It's not hard to imagine having to run. When 
we see refugees we should think that it could have been 
us. How would we want to be treated?” 

Junaud Mahmoud was collecting on the march for the 
Rotherham 12 who have been charged after opposing 
a fascist march in their home town. Laura Miles of We 
Are Wakefield said, “We are here to express solidarity. 
We have been collecting for Calais. As an LGBT person 
| want to show solidarity between different oppressed 
groups.” 

Sabby Dhalu, joint national organiser of Stand Up 
to Racism, said, “This year's protest is bigger than last 
year's, which was bigger than the year before. But 
we can't stop organising. As long as the government 
scapegoats refugees we have to organise in every town 
to stand up against racism.” 

Weyman Bennett, Stand Up to Racism's other national 
organiser, referred to the deal the government made 
yesterday, saying, “People are dying on the borders as 
these decisions are made. It is a cynical and disgusting 
abandonment of human sympathy. David Cameron 
talks about ‘breaking the business model’ of the human 
traffickers, but what this scheme does is break the 
refugees.” 

UN International Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Day has been marked on 21 March for 50 years and 
commemorates the events on 21 March 1960 when 
the police opened fire on a peaceful demonstration 
in Sharpeville against the South African apartheid 
‘pass law' killing 69 people. Stand Up to Racism has 
successfully organised marches in recent years in the 
UK on this date to highlight the need to eliminate racial 
discrimination. Similar protests were held this year in 
Athens, Amsterdam, Paris, Vienna, Copenhagen, Dublin, 
Barcelona, Zurich, Warsaw and Nicosia and another 
seven cities across Greece. 


Teachers’ leader Christine Blower spoke at the rally 
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By Cathy Pound 


UNITE AGAINST FASCISM was 
formed in 2003 to campaign against 
the British National Party, English 
Defence League and other fascist 
groups. UAF conference takes place 
each year in February on a theme 
arising from the specific context of 
fascism and racism or xenophobia of 
that moment. Previous years have 
highlighted the electoral threat and 
then defeat of BNP, and the surge 

of the far right in Europe. This year's 
conference focussed overwhelmingly 
on the critical situation facing 
refugees fleeing Syria and elsewhere, 
and the associated rise in anti-migrant 
and racist sentiments in the press 
and expressed in public spaces with 
an increase in both Islamophobia 
and antisemitism. Alongside this has 


conference that anti-fascists are winning against the far 
right in Greece 
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Leading Greek anti-fascist Petros Constantinou told the 


come the worrying rise in increasingly 
violent attacks on anti-fascists in the 
streets. 

Hundreds of delegates attended 
the conference, held on 6 February 
at the National Union of Teachers 
offices in London, and it was noted 
that many others were not able to 
come as they were at a counter 
protest against a Pegida (Patriotic 
Europeans against Islamisation of the 
West) rally in Birmingham which was 
being addressed by Tommy Robinson, 
founder of the English Defence 
League. 

Sessions were held on how 
to defeat fascism, the far right's 
Islamophobia and antisemitism 
in Europe, challenging Fortress 
Europe, cuts, crisis and scapegoating 
immigrants, Prevent and Extremism 
Bill, black lives matter, and tackling 
refugee and migrant myths. 

Martina Renner, a German MP for 
Die Linke, (The Left Party), outlined 
how Pegida are forming armed 
groups and attacking refugees along 
the German border. Pegida have 
made several attempts to launch in 
the UK with the aim of building wider 
support and appeal, but have always 
failed. 

Petros Constantinou of KEERFA 
(United Against Racism and the 
Fascist Threat), one of the leading 
Greek anti-fascist campaigns since 
2009, spoke very passionately about 
the situation in Greece. Petros told 
delegates that although the neo- 
nazi Golden Dawn are using racism 
to vilify refugees, the anti-fascist 
movement is rising to this challenge 
and he asserts that the anti-fascists 


are winning the argument. 

Diane Abbott, MP for Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington and 
Shadow Secretary of State for 
International Development, a long- 
term supporter of UAF, addressed 
delegates saying: “It is nota 
refugee crisis; it is a crisis of Western 
governments failing to recognise their 
moral and legal responsibilities. We 
should not allow our legal and moral 
responsibilities to refugees to be 
blurred by politicians running scared 
of UKIP." 

Anna Musgrave, Advocacy Manager 
for the Refugee Council, called for the 
creation of an ‘asylum visa’ to help 
refugees who have an urgent need 
to travel to Europe. Many people 
have pointed out that the lack of a 
safe legal route to seek asylum must 
be addressed urgently in order to 
reduce the need for refugees to take 
risky journeys when fleeing Syria, for 
example. 

Kate Osamor, MP for Edmonton, 
referred to Prime Minister David 
Cameron's ‘bunch of migrants’ jibe as 
“offensive, callous and representative 
of the insidious racism of Britain's 
border policy”. 

Julie Ward MEP outlined how she 
was able to beat the former BNP 
leader Nick Griffin and replace him 
in the last European election with 
the help of UAF and the anti-fascist 
movement, adding a further nail to 
Griffin's political coffin. 

Focusing on the rise in Islamophobia 
in the current context of the people 
fleeing Syria, Talha Ahmad of the 
Muslim Council of Britain stated that 
there is a concerted attempt to paint 


the Muslim community as ‘other’. 
Jomana Al Ahmed of MAB (Muslim 
Association of Britain) Youth outlined 
the fear that Muslim women feel 

in public spaces as a result of the 
growing number of Islamophobic 
attacks on them. 

Gerry Gable, Searchlight's editor, 
addressed the session on defeating 
fascism in Europe. Gerry spoke of 
the far right in Europe and how in 
the UK concerted community actions 
spearheaded by anti-fascists had 
meant the right had not been able 
to gather the numbers of supporters 
either on the streets or at the ballot 
box. The far right are making gains 
electorally across Europe and they 
have at times been able to stage 
large public demonstrations. 
Searchlight's role remains to 
scrutinise, examine and expose who 
is involved in these groups, the 
international links between groups 
and key individuals who operate 
across groups. 

Sabby Dhalu, Joint Secretary of 
Unite Against Fascism and Stand 
up to Racism which organises the 
UN Anti-Racism march and rally, 
told delegates that attending the 
UN Anti-Racism march and rally 


“We should not allow our legal and moral responsibilities to refugees to be blurred by politicians running scared of UKIP," said Diane Abbott (left) 


offered an opportunity to show the 
government that the public expect 
refugees’ rights to be respected. Large 
numbers on the demonstration would 
show the government that there are 
significant numbers of people who will 
stand up for refugees and who will 
challenge the anti-migrant rhetoric 
which feeds into antisemitism as 
well as Islamophobia, increases the 
confidence of the far right to take to 
our streets, and has been linked to 
increasing levels of racially-motivated 
attacks. 

Weyman Bennett, Joint Secretary of 
Unite Against Fascism and Stand up 
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Gerry Gable called for community action to defeat fascism 


to Racism, added that the anti-fascist 
movement needed to build across 
Europe as fascist groups are advancing 
and that although the UK has been 
successful in curbing the far right 
there was no room for complacency. 
Harish Patel, Unite the Union 
Equalities Officer, joined all the 
other speakers in calling on those 
in attendance to mobilise for the 
‘Refugees Welcome Here, Stand up 
to racism, Islamophobia, antisemitism 
and fascism’ national demo on 
19 March 2016 to mark the UN 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination. 
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By Cathy Pound 


THE FIRST PUBLIC SCREENING of 
the full documentary, ‘Look how far 
we've come? ', directed and produced 
by Kwaku, was held in Portcullis 
House on 24 February 2016. The 
event marked the 50th anniversary 
of the 1965 Race Relations Act and 
aimed to ‘look back in order to move 
forward’ in highlighting racism, race 
equality legislation and practice, and 
identity. Many of those present had 
seen earlier versions of this important 
film that documents the responses 
of a range of people from diverse 
backgrounds , 64 in all, when asked 
the simple question ‘How far have 
we come? ' in relation to racial 
discrimination since the Race Relations 
Act of 1965. 

Dawn Butler, MP for Brent, puts 
it Toyin Agbetu makes an important 
observation that in his youth he 
repeatedly experienced police 
discrimination, being stopped in 
his car, arrested and beaten up by 
police. Toyin realises that the reason 
he is no longer stopped by police 
in the way that he was in his youth 
is not because police discrimination 
has reduced but because as an older 
black man he is no longer among the 
group targeted by police. He is fully 
aware that black youths continue to 
be stopped and searched by police 
disproportionately in comparison to 
their white counterparts. 

Zita Holbourne asked John 
McDonnell, Shadow Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who hosted 
the meeting, what response the 
current Labour Shadow Cabinet 
had to the Immigration Bill currently 
going through the House of Lords. 
McDonnell clearly stated that in 
opposition the Labour Party has been 
doing all it can to fight the Bill and 
in government they would seek to 
overturn the bill. This pledge was 
greeted warmly by those present 
although it is obvious the Immigration 
Bill will cause much damage in the 
meantime. 
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Left to right: Kwaku, John McDonnell MP, Nana Asante, Baroness Lawrence, Awula Serwah, Anne McLaughlin MP 


for Glasgow North East,Ansel Wong and Zita Holbourne 


Among the 64 people featured 
are Black Cultural Archive director 
Paul Reid, Prof Paul Gilroy, Paul 
Stephenson, Henry Bonsu, Lord 
Herman Ouseley, Zita Holbourne, 
Diane Abbott MP, Dawn Butler MP, 
Brother Omowale, Toyin Agbetu, 
Tony Benn, Ken Livingstone, Keith 
Vaz MP, Lord John Taylor, Narendra 
Makanji and David Lammy MP. 


The full title of the DVD is ‘Look 
How Far We've Come: Commentaries 
On British Society And Racism?’ 
(African Histories Revisited). 


The DVD, priced £10, and 
accompanying Look How Far We've 
Come: The Race/Racism Primer, 
priced £8, are available from New 
Beacon, Bookmarks, and Housmans 
bookshops in London, and Hydra 
Books in Bristol, or online at app. 
mailerlite.com/t2s3/2. 


Excerpts of the DVD may be viewed 
online. 
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By Cathy Pound 


WITH THE SHOCKWAVES still reverberating from the 
announcement as part of the Budget that all schools must 
become academies within six years, teachers gathered for 
their annual trade union conferences. The Prevent Strategy 
was also on the agenda and fringe meetings on anti-racist 
and anti-fascist themes were held as usual. 


NUT 2016: Brighton 25-29 March 

NUT delegates debated the Prevent Strategy in Motion 
23 and following the debate, Christine Blower, General 
Secretary of the National Union of Teachers, issued the 
following press statement: 

“The NUT believes there is a moral obligation on schools 
and teachers to protect children and young people against 
extremism of whatever nature. The Union does, however, 
have some concerns regarding aspects of the current 
Prevent Strategy. 

“The NUT supports the call from the Independent 
Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, David Anderson QC, 
and many others, for a review of Prevent. Evidence shows 
that grooming by extremist groups happens mainly on 
social media sites, not on school premises. Schools’ best 
contribution to countering any behaviour that could be 
a problem is by encouraging discussion. Some aspects of 
Prevent inhibit this and it is for this reason that we need 
a review of the strategy to find the right, and best way to 
protect children and young people.” 
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Susan Parlour, a delegate from Derry, with Ben from Searchlight at the NASUWT 
conference 


Stand Up Against Racism held a well-attended fringe 
meeting on Saturday evening entitled ‘Refugees are 
Welcome here’. Sara Tomlinson of Calais Solidarity spoke 
about the current situation in Calais. Sixth form student 
Rahmaan Mohammadi spoke about his experience of 
being referred to Prevent. The Luton student was referred 
by his teachers after wearing a ‘Free Palestine’ badge to 
school. Nick O'Brien spoke about how anti-racism and 
anti-fascism resources can be used in the classroom, 
within the constraints of the highly prescriptive 
curriculum. 


NASUWT 2016 Birmingham 25-28 March 
NASUWT delegates debated the impact of the proposals 
to raise the minimum salary threshold for migrant workers. 
The Home Office is currently considering whether to raise 
the minimum salary for all Tier 2 migrants being hired 
from outside the EU to £30,000 from the current level 

of £20,800. This would include overseas teachers either 
moving to or already in the UK. Any teacher who does not 
reach the minimum earnings level five years after arrival 
would be required to leave the UK. 

Chris Keates, General Secretary of the NASUWT, said: 
“The fact that the application of this cap would result in 
over half of overseas trained teachers having to quit their 
jobs shows the extent to which the Government's pay 
policies have depressed teachers’ salaries. 


Searchlight's stall at NUT conference 
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